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First Sunday of Advent   Yr A Matthew     27 November 2016 

Sentence 

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths.                                                                                            Isaiah 2.3a 

Collect 

Holy Thief, stealing away our false securities and idle vanity:  

Awaken us from the dull sleep  

that clings to empty fear and vacant routine; 

unfold on us the time of crisis when love of truth  

floods a thirsty world; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.  

Amen. 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

Isaiah proclaimed God’s message to Judah and Jerusalem from 742-701 BC, a 

violent and unjust time when the northern kingdom was annexed to the                          

Assyrian empire.  This same passage is also in the book of the contemporary 

prophet Micah. Jerusalem’s temple mount is the goal toward which the nations 

will stream in the ‘days to come’ when human history reaches its culmination.   

It will be a time of universal peace when the nations have learnt God’s ways of 

justice and peace. Weapons of violence will become tools of harvest.  

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and                          
Jerusalem.  
In days to come 
   the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
   and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it.  
   Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 



   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  
He shall judge between the nations, 
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
   neither shall they learn war any more.  
O house of Jacob, 
   come, let us walk 
   in the light of the Lord!     Isaiah 2.1-5 
 

Reader Hear the word of the Lord. 
ALL  Thanks be to God, 
 

Psalm 122   APBA page 360                                                                                               

This is a pilgrimage song to be sung as Jerusalem and its glorious Temple comes 

into sight and is entered by the pilgrims with joy. After they returned from exile in 

Babylon, many Jews longed to see a time when all the nations would flow together 

to Jerusalem (e.g., Isa 25:6). The New Testament sees this hope partially fulfilled in 

the admission of the Gentiles into the Church, and completely realized in the final 

coming of Christ. 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Christians in Rome.                             

This traditional reading for the first Sunday of Advent is full of great New                       

Testament eschatological words: night/day, darkness/light, sleep/wake, hour and 

full time. This language presupposes the early Christian scheme of the two ages: 

this present evil age and the new age soon to dawn. Christians stand in the dark 

with their faces lit by the coming dawn. We live ‘as in the day’ although still in the 

night. It is not by our own effort that we are to live in the day, but rather by 

‘putting on the Lord Jesus’ a reference to baptism.  Paul is exhorting Christians to 

live out the implications of our baptism, in the power our baptism gives.                       

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/isaiah/25:6


Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 

for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 

we became believers;  the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then   

lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live 

honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in                  

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.  Instead, 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to                 

gratify its desires.                           Romans 13.11-14 

Reader May your word live in us 
ALL  and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

ALL  Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

   and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  

ALL  Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reader The Lord be with you. 

ALL  And also with you. 

Reader A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 

ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Matthew’s gospel was written sometime after 70AD and presents Jesus as the new 

and greater Moses, who brings about a new and greater exodus of humanity from 

sin and death.  This reading will make more sense if you read all of chapter 24.  

Jesus speaks of the Day of the Lord, a day to be looking for lest it overtake us like 

the flood.  Far from being a threat, this is time or an experience when we know the 

fullness of God’s presence with awesome reality.  

Jesus spoke to his disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows,  
neither the angels of heaven, not the Son, but only the Father. For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in  



 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark,  and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding meal togeth-
er; one will be taken and one will be left.  Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But understand this: if 
the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.                                                                      
Matt. 24.37-44 
                      

 
Reader For the Gospel of the Lord, 
ALL  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of dark-

ness and put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came among us in great humility, that on 

the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 

the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen 

BIBLE READINGS ADVENT 2       4 December 2016                                     

Isaiah 11.1-10   Ps 72.1-7, 18-21   Romans 15.4-13   Matthew 3.1-12 
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 PRAY FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED                                                             

We remember before God, Marjorie Hagerty, Helen Trumble,          

Marjorie (Alison) Pope, Frederick Fuller, Charles Atkins, Jessie 

Southcott,          Christopher Boniface, Cathleen Ann Balla , whose 

anniversaries occur this week. 

COMMEMORATIONS OF THE WEEK.    

November 30 Andrew, the Apostle. A fisherman by trade, he 

lived in Capernaum and was the brother of Simon Peter. He was a 

disciple of John the Baptist before becoming a disciple of Jesus.    

Andrew is always named in the first four of the apostles. Andrew’s 

later history is  

unknown. He is the Patron Saint of both Scotland and Russia.  

December 2 Frances Perry (d.1892), the wife of the first                 

Bishop of Melbourne, Charles Perry. She was a founder of the Roy-

al Women’s Hospital and the first President of the Royal Children’s 

Hospital.  

December 3 Francis Xavier (1506-1552). One of the greatest  

missionaries in the history of the church and one of the original  

Members, with Ignatius of Loyola, of the Society of Jesus, known as 

the Jesuits.  In 1541 he left his birth place in Spain for the East                

Indies and served in India, Indonesia and Japan. He died trying to 

enter China.  

 

* * * * * * * * * *  

The Advent mystery is the beginning of the end  

of all in us that is not yet Christ.   

Thomas Merton, Trappist monk and spiritual writer (1915-1968) 




